TIT1a "y 3PS AN AT, 0NN 12 YN MPON "1 12NN N2 112 NPT, YN N 12 NPOYIY SNIDY, 107 SN 1 naNDY vy

Volume 27 — Issue 17

NIAM WYY 121750 Y MNIYT MISY Mg Moty 0N TN
5112 750 N TT,NPa712 0N 078NNV 13 INDT

Parshas Mishpatim 5785 — 0/ovnvav 7’5 0vovn’s

E-mail Subscribe to info@JewishSpeechWriter.com

The reward for

sharing Torah knows

no bounds!
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Now YVou Kyow!
Straight from Har Sinai and the giving
of the Ten Commandments, the Torah
begins many other laws which were
also given at Sinai or just before.

The very first one in Parshas
Mishpatim is that of the Eved Ivri, the
Jewish slave who was sold into
servitude for having stolen and he did
not have the wherewithal to repay it.

How often did this come up?

Most likely some of the other
situations such as an animal that
caused damage were more common.
Why then would Hashem choose this
to be the introductory mitzvah of this
parsha?

Mishpatim  means  “judgments.”
Judgment is a dangerous thing
because it is difficult to differentiate
between the sin and the sinner.
Instead of condemning an act, we
often condemn the person.

Therefore, the Torah begins with the
Jewish slave, who did something
wrong. Instead of throwing him in jail
and ruining him for life, we take him
into our homes and treat him very
well. In this way we rehabilitate him.

The very poignant lesson is that the
Torah's judgments are a not a way to
identify bad people, but a way to
ensure that the good inside people is
allowed to shine forth.

Thought of the week:
Building a better you is the
first step in building a better
world. In fact, it's the only
one you control.
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“And | will set your borders from the Reed Sea to the [Mediterranean] and from the
desert to the [Euphrates] River, for | will give the inhabitants of the land into your
hands and cast them out from before you. shmos 23:31)

The Torah was given at Sinai amidst noise and lightning, yet the whole world was silent and
awestruck by it. The Jews, for their part, were quick to accept Hashem’s Torah and His role for
them in the world. The nations of the earth were fearful, but the wicked prophet Bilaam assured
them that Torah was just for the Jews and they didn’t need to be concerned with it.

Even before Moshe went up to spend forty days on the mountain receiving the Torah, Hashem
told the Jews that their destiny was to inherit the Land of Israel, center of the world, which was
promised to Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov, to be given to their children.

Here, the Torah tells us that any indigenous people would be cast out, not by the Jews, but by
Hashem, Himself. This is, as the very first Rashi in the Torah tells us, because the world
belongs to Hashem and He can take land from anyone and give it to whomever He wishes.

In fact, in history, there really were no indigenous peoples, because at various times,
conquerors came and moved people from place to place. This was done partly so the Jews
would not feel bad when they were exiled. However, the rationale for giving the Jews this land,
and the means for them to stay in it, are very specific.

In order for the Jews to merit the Land of Israel, we must follow the Torah and live up to
Hashem’s plan for us. We must do the mitzvos and study the Torah, as alluded to this week
when we said, “Naaseh V'Nishma,” we will do (the mitzvos) and listen (to words of Torah.) This
is also suggested by the borders given of Eretz Yisrael.

The four landmarks given for the land’s borders are very specific. There are three bodies of
water, the Reed Sea, the Mediterranean (here referred to as the Sea of the Philistines, known
as the Gazan shoreline, today), and the Euphrates River. Water is a euphemism for Torah,
which quenches our thirst for knowledge, purifies us, and is our source of life.

The fourth border is the desert, the one in which the Jews wandered for forty years. However,
they didn’t wander aimlessly. Rather, they were guided specifically by the Providence of
Hashem. It is where we learned to rely on Him and trust that He can and will provide all our
needs.

Perhaps Hashem wanted us to know, at the beginning of our journey, that our ultimate
destination was a world in which we look to Him for everything and seek to fulfill his will. Our
goals are framed by these guideposts, which remind us of why we are on this planet. That is
how we merited the land in the past, and how we will one day soon merit it again, may that be
speedily and in our days.

In Radin, there was a widow who lived in a rented house with her young children. When she
couldn’t pay her rent, the landlord told her to leave. Winter was approaching and she had
nowhere else to go so she pleaded with him to let her stay. The heartless man removed the roof
of the shack and she had no choice but to leave.

The townspeople were aghast and went to the Chofetz Chaim. He said one word: “Wait.”

Years later, this landlord’s son died of a very contagious disease. The Chevra Kadisha was
afraid to touch the dead body for fear of contamination. In the freezing cold, the man had to dig
a grave and bury his son with his own hands.

“Hashem does not just let things go,” said the Chofetz Chaim. “He is very methodical but gives
people time to repent. Eventually, though, if he does not make amends for his sins, a person will
be punished as he deserves.”



